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Ap the American armies c¢losed up to, and crossed the RHINE

RIVER during the month of March 194, it became apparent that the
i European War was entering its final stages. MHowever, despite the
. fact that the German Arsy was mpidl;v disintegrating, it was still
| capable of offering strong resistance along various sectors of the
. front during the month of April. Consequently, many uniis were

- engaged in some heavy fighting during this period, although these
sctions were usually rather short in duration., I shall describe
in detail one such action, that of the 10th Armored Division,
operating as part of VI Corps, Seventh Army, in the vicinity of
caax:ém, GHRMANY, from 5-10 April 194L4.

I. 1 APRIL 70 4 APRIL 1945--DRIVE FROY THE RHINE TO THE NECKAR

" In onder to give the readsr a clearer picture of this action
it will be necessary for me to describe briefly the events which
}cd up to this operation. Thersfore, I shall quickly cover the
f;eriod of 1 April to 4 April 1945, without attempting to discuss
!t ‘in detail.

r The 10th Armored Division, which had been in action for about
| Lix months st this time, had been assigned to Third Army during
;mt of its period of eoubét. However, upon reaching the RHIRE
RIVER, the Division was tramsferred to Seventh Army, and fought as

part of VI Corps for the remainder of the war.




It wou}d be well to point out at this time that the division

was far below strength in both vehicles and men at the start of the
campalgn east of the RHINE. The division had been in combat contin-
uously since 20 February 1945, and had receivod practically mo
replacements since., Combat units, especially tank and armred in-
fantry, were on the évcrage, at only about fifty per cent effective
strength. This was to be a vital factor in the days ahead. .
During the initlal stages of the campaign east of the RHINE,
priori't.y'of troops on the Western Front was given to the armies
in the north, until after the RUHR industrial area could be re-
duced. Therefore Seventh Army, operating with a minimum of conbat
troops, was unable to launch a large scale offensive. However,
Seventh Army was ordered to attack out of its bridgehead making
its main effort to the east and northeast on the right flank of
Third Armj. Also, it was to send one corps to the southeast (Army
righ£ flank), to pave thﬁ way for an offensive into southern
BAVARIA and the German Natlonal Redoubt Area, as soon o more
troops were made avallable, | .
VI Corps was given the mission of driving toward the south-
oeast, and was assigned only three divisions st this time: the
63rd and 100th Infantry Divisions, and the 10th Armored Division,
The Corps plan was to spearhead the attack with the 10th Armored
Division (attacking with three combat commands abreast), followed

by tne infantry divisions (100th Infantry Division on the right




and the 63rd Infantry Division on the left).

The 10th Armored Division plan was to attack southeast
astride the NECKAR RIVER, with CCR and the 9Oth Cavalry Recon-
naissance Squadron north and CCA south of the river. CCB, mean-
while, was to drive south along the RHINE until contact was mede
with the First French Army, ﬁmn turn east ang contact the
remainder of the division in the vicinity of mmom.l’z

The 10th Armored passed through the infantry bridgehead on
1 April and made rapid progress ut first against sporadic resist-
ance. Corps had not anticipated having trouble near HEILERONN,
and had ordered that 1t be captured and the offensive continued to
the southeast. By 3 April the division had closed up generally
along the 1ine of the NECKAR and JAGST RIVER., and was poind
before HEILBRONN.

When CCR and the 90th Cavalry dquadron reached the JAGST
RIVIR, they found that all bridges across the river north of
HEILERORN had been destroyed, ard heavy artillery fire was ro-
celved from south of the river. CCR and 90th Cavalry were. -‘goli'cvod
by elements of the 63rd Infantry Divisionm, and ordered to block to
the east and northeast protecting the flank of the 63rd Infantry.

1sqe Figure #1.

2500 Appendix #1 for organization of ]bth Armored Division
for combat.






CCA began to run into stiffening roéistanco west of the
HECKAR opposite HEILBRONN. During the day of 3 April, and the |
night 3-h April, troops of}the combat command fought to reach the
river and capture a bridgo intact. These attempts were unsuccess-
ful, since the enemy troops withdrew slowly, and blew &1l bridges
a8 the lasi of their men were forced across thea,

| Corps attached an infantry battalion from the 100th Division
to CCA to establish a bridgehead across the KECKAR just north of
HEILBRONN.? This battalion crossed the river in assault boats
before dawn on L April, and was successful at first in establish-
ing a bridgeliead agninst, heavy resistance. However, at 0900, the
battalion was counterattacked by a strong anesmy force and driven
almost back to the river. The battalion sufferad sevez;o casual~
ties ’in this action, losing two complete infantry platoons which
weres oat off by the enemy attack. Since tbo eneay held the com-
manding terrsin in the area, th'.i task of establishing a bridge-
head was extremely difficult. As soon as the bridgehead was large
enough, a bridge was to be constructed under the suporl'viai‘oz‘x of‘ |
the 10th Armored Division Engineer for the passage of CCA,

CCB was also meeting stiff resistance, and was moving slowly
toward the river in an attempt to capture a bridge in the vicinity
of LAUFFEN.

33rd Bn, 396th Inf Regt.



‘several miscellsneous battle groups were dug in along this line,

Thus it became apparent that the enesy was determined to
defend HEILBRONN, and was forming a defensive line along the

NECKAR and JAGST RIVERS. This line ran from positions south of

HEILERONN, north to the Junction of the JAGST and NECKAR, then

west along the JAGST to its southward bend. As early as 4 April
it was determined that elements of five German divisions, and

' b
It is understandable why the German high command decided to
defend this area vigorously. HEILBRONN, in addition to being the
gateway to BAVARIA and UPPER AUSTRIA, was also the key point in
the vital communications network connecting HEILBRONN and
STUTTGART with MUNICH and NURNBERG.

The terrain in the area also favored the defense. In aidi-
tion to the many rivers which were formidable obstacles, the
country was hilly and dotted with wooded areas, and the road net
was generally poor, consisting mainly of secondary roads. The
countryside was dotted with small towns and villages which made
excellert defensive strong points, and w?re difficult to bypass

because of the character of the terrain.

k17th sS Division, 2nd Mountain Division, and 246th, 198th,
and 55jrd Infantry Divisions. See Appendix #2 for complete enemy
order ?f battle. ?

-l
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This unexpected enemy bulldup caused VI Corps to change its

plans on 4 Aipril. 7%The new plan of attack was as follows:”

1. 10th Armored Di#iaion-—attack to the east, seize and hold
the line ROTHENBURG~-VETTRINGEN-CRAILSHEIN-SCHWABISCH HALL, thereby
cutting the escape routes from HEZILBRONN and surrounding the
strong concentration of enemy troops attempbing to hold the NECKAR-
JAGéT line. The division was ordered by corps to attack in the
following mamner: CCR attack east from its present position, CCA
to cross the NECKAR north of HZILBRONN and attack east, CCB to
selze the bridge at LAUFULH and advance to the ‘aast. ‘

2. 100th Infantry Division (closed up aiong NECKAR behind
10th Armored)--cross the NICKAR RIVER, attack east reducing
i:mmmm, and continuing -nttgd; unt il all enemy troops in the
area wers destroyed. ‘

3. 63rd Infantry Division (had been following the 10th
Armored astride the NECKiR RIVER)--force a crossing of the JAGST
éIVER near its junction with the NECKAR, attack south wntil contact
vas made with 100th Infantry Division, then turn east and aid in
the destruction of the enﬁy troops trapped in the area.

In order to put the plan into effect the following orders

were issued by the 10th Armored Division on 4 April:

Ssee Figure #2.







1. CCR--pass Lhrough the 63rd Infantry Diviaion on 5 April,
attack east, and seize and hold the line ROTHENBURG-LETTRILNGEN,

2. 90th Cavalry--pass through the 63rd Infantry Division on
5 April, and racomoit.er ln force to the line ROTHENBURG-CRAILSHEIN.

3. CCA--—crosa Bridge #2 when completed, and attack to the
east to saisé the line CRATLOHEIN-YETIRINCEN.S Becanse of the
procariom condition of the bridgehead at this time, CCA was also
orderad to prepars altemate plmém to cross on a bridge held by
the 63rd Infentry Division in the vicinity of MOSSBACH (Bridge #1),
or over Bridge #3 in the event CCB was able to capture it intact.
In any case the mission was tc remain the sams,

L. CCB—cross on Bridge #3 if osptured intect, and attack to
the east to saize and hoid the 1ine SCHEABISCH-HALL-CRAILSHEIM,
Also to prcpare alternate plms‘tb cross on either Bridge #1l or '
.’ #2, with the miseion remaining the same. Because of the resistance
being encountered, it was considered cthly tmlﬁuly that the
hr!dgl would be taken intact.

meqhoxt. the day of 4 April, the situation remained falrly
cmxo with our forces advansing painfully -1ou, and suffering
mv ulnlt.iu from an enexy who was resisting btitterly. Sev-
 eral’ u-n @uring the day the 10th Armored Division requested
pmm cot‘pcteerou CCA over Bridge fl in arder to

6800 mun #2. Briges discussed as poesible enduing sites
will be referrsd to as Bridges #1, #2, and 3.



kesp up the momentum of the attack. However, corps refused be-
cause it belisved that Bridge #2 could be completed on the morning
of 5 April.

Since it had been necessary to reinforce the bridgehead
troops with more elements of the 100th Division, the bridgehead
was removed from 10th Armored Division control during the day,
I1. § APRIL--THE ATTACK RECAINS MOMENTOM'

k. CCR and 90th Cavalry Squadron.

The 90th Cavalry moved out from the vicinity of WALDMULBACH
at 0600 on 5 April followed by CCR, which had assesbled in the
vicinity of ADELSHEIM, After passing through the 63rd Infantry
Division, the 90th moved rapidly, and by 1000 had riaehcd ASSAM~
STADT, after encountering practically no resistance on the way.
The squadron Mdiat'ly deployed, and established contact with
what seemed to be an enemy MIR along the lime ALTHAUSEN-STUPPACH-
RENGERSHAUSEN,

CCR passed through the 90th Cawalry in the north at 1430
and quickly seized the tome of STUPPACH and HACHTAL, while the
90th cleared RENGERSHAUSEN and developed considerable resistance
at DORZBACH. As usual, what resistance was encountered centered
around roads and towns, and consisted of enemy infantry armsed
with small arms and panserfaust.

Tsee Figures #2 and #3.







At 2100, both unite were ordered by diwlsion to stop and
consolidate their positions for the night. At this time their
‘1ine ran generally ASSAUSTADT-RENGERSHAUSEN-HACHTAL-STUPPACH,
During the night, CCR positions were attacked by amall groups of
85 troops :mm BAD MERGENTHEIM and ROTHENBURG.

B. CCA

The combat command, assembled in the vicinity of BIB:RACH,
" was notified on the morning of 5 April by diviesion that the
construction of Bridge #2 had not eas yst been started. CCA was
ordered to have one task force ready to move on fifteen minutes!
notice to cross Bridge #1 and attack southeast toward the CCA
objective, The remainder of the combat command was to follow as
. soon as possible, Shortly thereafter, permission was obtained
from corps to cross Bridge #1, but the CCA objective was changed
to seizing and holding the line CRAILSHEIM-BACKNANG. |

CCA moved out at 1130 in the order TF Hankins, TF Riley,
and TF Hr::be'.u-(:.a.8 The plan was for TF Hankins to lead to CiAIL-
SHEIM, then for TF Riley to pass through and turn west toward
SCHWABISCH HALL while Hankins blocked the shoulder at CRAILSHEIM,

TF Hankins contacted CCR and the 90th Cavalry in the vicin-
ity of ASSAMSTADT at 1830 after a march of more than 45 mlles,
It was mecessary for the task force to stop here to refuel and

to coordinate the passage through the 90th Cavalry lines, At

8I"o!' composition of task forces ses Appendix #1.




2000 TF Hankins passed through the 90th Cawalry at REGERSHAUSEN
and began the drive toward CRAILSHZIM. This was made extremely
difficult because of the poor road net in the area, and because it
was accomplished during the hours of darkness, Immsdiately after
leaving RENGERSHAUSEN, Hankins ran into & road block. A bypass
was soon found but the task force moved very slowly throughout the
remainder of the night 5-6 April, being hampered more by the ter-
rain than by enemy action. The roads had becoms hardly more tha.h
trails and were nearly impasgifle for arsor. At daylight he was
still attempting to get through the bad stretch of road south of
RENGERSHAUSEN.

Upon reaching ASSANSTADT, TF Roberts was ordered to reconnoi-
ter a route to the west of Hankins, in an atiempt to bypass him
and keep the attack moving. However, TF Roberts was held up by a
hsavily defended road block north of DORZBACH, and spent the re-
mainder -of the night attempting to find a bypass around it.

TF Riley and CP of CCA were assembled at A3SAMSTADT, with
Riley prepared to follow either Hankins or Roberts, depending on
which task force broke through first and began to move,

C. CCB

Although division recomuended that the entire 10th Armored
be crossed over Bridge #1, CCB was detached from the division
and placed under control of VI Corps, on the morning of 5 April,

CCB was ordered to clean up remaining resistance west of the

10
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NECKAR RIVER in the corps xone, and to be prepared to pass

through the 100th Infantry Division as soon as iti bridge was

completed, It was then to attack east to join other elements of

the 10th Armored in cutting off the German troops in the area.

III. 6 APRIL--EXPLOITATION AND THE START OF ENEMY INFILTRATION
- A, CCA

TF Hankine broke loose on the morning of 6 April, after
finally passing through the poor stretch of road, and drove
rapidly to the southeas; overrunning the moderate resistance
that stdod in his way. The resistance encountered consisted of
a few road blocks at the towns along the route. These blocks
wore defended by small snemy groups equipped with small arms and
panzerfaust. At 1745 he entersd the outskirts of CRAILSHEIM

after driving s distance of 22 miles!

TF Riley tol;ond Hankins and one of its teams entered
CRAILSHEIM at 2100, ‘Both task forces spent the night consolidating
and resupplying. TF Hankins and one team of TF Riley were in
CRAILSHEIM, while the remainder of Riicy's force was in SATTEL-
ABILER and SATTELDORF. During the day, TF Hankins had captured

more than 200 prisoners.

9300 Pigure #3.




TF Roberts was held up most of the day by road blocks and

heavy enemy anti-tank, artillery, and small arms fire, both from
DORZBACH and from the south side of the JAGST RIVER. However,
DORZBACH was taken before evening.

At 2200, CCA received orders from division to continue on its
nfsaioa, protect the east flank of its own advance, and hold the
shoulder at CRAILSHEIN until relieved there by CCR. In order to

- carry out these orders, the CCA plan was to have TF Hankins block

i
|

'at CRATLSHRIN while TF Riley passed through, turned west, and
| cont.inued toward the division objective.

However, the CP of CCA had remained at ASSAMSTADT, and radio.
contact with the troops in the vicinity of CRAILSHEIM hﬂd been
lost early in the afternoon, so that these orders did not reach tl.u'
advance elements that night. Repeated attempts were nade 't'o re-
establish con.inieation through the use of relay stations, but
these were only partially successful.

During the night of 6-7 April, it became spparent that the
enemy had no idea that the CRAILSHEIM area was occupied by
American forces. Outposts of TF Hankins st CRAILSHEIK captured
uvoﬁl cormand vehicles which were truvelling toward the tomwn,
Prisoners, when questioned, said they were amazed to find American
troops occupying the towm. |

Another inocident occurred at SATTELDORF which proved that the
sneay was oblivious at this time to the existence :{?f a force in




his rear. A Jerman aramy bus had somehow been allowed to pass
unmolested through the outposts during the night, and was stopped
in front of the CP of TF Riley by the S-4 of the task force. #hen
questioned, the occupants said that they had been sent to pick up
their division's laundry, and were driving along with no expecta-
tion of maeﬁing American troops. Needless to say, they were
inmediately relieved of their mission.

B. CCR and 90th Cavalry Scuadron.

It had been planned to have CCR and the 90th Cavalry follow
rCi, but because of enemy activity in the area, the mission was
changed during the day of the 6th, and both units were ordered to
hold the northeast shoulder of the c,iivision zone, until relief
could be accomplished by other forces.

Both forces were subjected to increasing enemy pressure
throughout the day. vBoforc daylight, approximately 150 eneay SS
troops infiltrated into STUPPACH. In doing so they cut off, and
kilied or captured, a portion of our troops which were occupying
the town. Troops from both CCR and the 90th Cavalry were engaged
in severs fighting most of the day before STUPPACH was retaken
late in the afternoon. About 35 prisoners were captured in the
action and 75 bodies were counted in the town, The remaining
snemy withdrew to the north toward BAD MZRGENTHEIM.

Also, in order to improve the blocking positions, the town

of ROTH was cleared during the day. The enemy harassed all
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outposts during the night 6-7 April, mainly with small patrols
which were continually probing and feeling out our dispositions,

C. CCB

Throughout the day, CCB was engaged in its mission of clear-
ing the remaining enemy from the west aide of the NECKAR RIVER
south of HEILBROEN. !bmor,' at 1645 the combat comaand was
returned to 10th Armored Division control.

7CB was ordered to disengage immediately, asssemble, and
march to the vieinity of ASSAMSTADT, The Combat Command was
assigned the mission of holding open the MSR's betwsen BAD
MBRGENTHEIM and CRAILSHEIM, and DORZBACH and CRAILSHEIN, and of
relieving CCR and the $0th Cavalry in their blocking positions.
This'noceuitatod disengaging from the enswy under the constant
pressure of enemy artillory_fiu from east of the NRCKAR RIVER,
marching over 70 miles at night ov;ar poor roads, and being
committed immediastely upon arrival. This was accomplished during
the night of 6-7 April.

D. Short Recapitulation.

It would perhaps be well to stop at this point and recapit-
ulate briefly what the division had accomplished in its enveloping
movement. In lees than 36 hours the division had moved over 70
miles and was positioned 35 miles behind the German lines. It had
captured more than 300 priscners and killed many more, and had

destroyed or captured large amounte of enemy equipment. Because



of the speed of the attack, this had been accomplished at amall
loss to our own troops.

In capturing CRAILSHEIM, the division had grabbed the key
point of the triangle formed by the cities of HEILBRONN, BAD
MERGENTHEIM, and CRAILSHEIK. Elements of the division were now
located only 4LO miles southwest of NURKBERG and 95 miles north-
wast of MUNICH. As we shall see later, this was to cause a major
change in German taciics.

It is small wonder that the eneay, although completely
surprised to find this force in his rear, was quick to react with

2ll the air and ground units available to him. The next four
| days were to see continmious and mounting pressure applied from
all sides in an attempt to destroy our forces.

IV. 7 APRIL—THE START OF ENEMY REACTION AND BUILDUp1O

k. CCA |

During the night of 6-7 April, small ;mew groups had infil-
trated the route between the forward elements of TF Roberts and
the rear elements of TF Riley. Thus the UuSR, from the vicinity
of HOLLBNBACH to CRAILSHEIM, was cut for the first time. It was
to remain cut, for all practical purposes, throughout the remain-

der of the operation. The only traffic on this rcad was by task

105” Figure #4.
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forces fighting their way through., This was to be & major factor
in stopping the American drive,

The terrain along this uSR greatly favored the enemy. It

was composed entirely of secondary roads which wound their way

through the rugged, hilly country. A greater part of the road

was bordered on both sides by heavily wooded areas, and was dotted
throughout its length by small villages which made easily defended
strong points, Because of the fire placed from both sides on
troops attempting to use this road, the MSR was nicknamed the
"Rollebahn® (bowling alley), by the German troops in the ares.

Both task forces in CRAILSHEIN were reluctant to move out an
the morning of 7 April, They had been out of communication with
CCA since the night before, and the commanders were fearful of
becoming strung owt too far, As has been pointed out before, -
both units were far below normal strength, especially in srmoped
infantry,

Also, the gasoline and ammunition supply in the units was
fast becoming critical. The long march from BIBERACH to ASSANSTADY
had used the major part of the fusl carried in the unit treins.
Then the operation of 6'Apr11 had further depleted the fuel sup-
ply, and especially in the case of TF Hankins, there was also a
shortage of ammunition. Altho;z/gh the remaining supplies carried
in the trains had been distributed equally among the vehicles of
the task forces, neither Hankins nor Riley had sufficient supplies



for more than a few hours of combat operation. All trains had
been sent to the rear for resupply, but because of the extended

supply lines, it seemesd unlikely that they would rejoin for some
| time.

In order to r‘-ostnblish contact with the forward elements,
the 'éouanding General of CCA flew to CRAILSHEIK in & liaison plane
at dawn on 7 April. Prior to leaving ASSAMSTADT he ordered the
imsediate movement of TF Roberts, and the CP of CCA, to the CRAIL-
SHEIM area. Upon arrival at CRAILSHEIM he ordered TP Riley to
pass through TF Henkins, end he established a forward CP with TF
Hankins until his ‘own headquarters arrived.

TF Riley n‘s'lat'e in moving out because of the sbsence of
orders from CCA, and did not start the attack to the west until
late in the morning. The task force attacked west toward SCHWABISCH
HALL and by late afterncon had taken ILSROFEN and WOLPERTSHAUSEN.
Only 1ight opposition was emcountered, coming mostly from troops
covering the hasty withdrewal of a German corps hendq&arton from
ILSHOFEN. The task force was strafed and bombed by a small group
of ME 109 fighter-bombers near ILSHOFEN,

The lead team of the task force had the uniqus experience of

sighting a raflroad train moving down the track toward CRAILSHEIM
as the team attacked west out of the town. Tanks >of the team
waited until the train was close to their position, and stopped
it quickly with a few well-placed rounds of cannon fire, after




which they riddled the irain with {ire. This incident further

proves the extent in which the Gerwmans were surprised by the
armored thrust in their rear.

#8 the task force reached #OLPLRTSHAUSEN a liaison plane
reported a bridge intact across the KOCHIR HIVIR at CROFE’ELBACF{,
and & Leam was sent out to take it. The bridge at CRCFFLLEACH was
set in a deep defile, and was blown juet as the first tank raced up
to it, The enemy imuediately bsgan to bring mortar fire on the
bridge sile, and enemy troops vegan to fire small arms and panzer-
faust at the armorad column from the nigh ground around the bridge.
The tanks began to withdraw, but because the rosd was so xiarmt;
tiers was no place to turn the wehicles arpund and they had to be
vacked ouwt. The team was able to withdraw only after much difli-
culty. A wadium tank in the column was actually knocked ou by &
panzerfaust shell, fired from the high ground, penetrating the top
of the sngine compartment! This illustrates the charaetér of the
terrain in thé area, The team was finally able to withdraw from
CROFFSLBACH and was ordered to return to JOLPERTSHAUSEN and re-
organize and consolidate £§r the night. This proved to bs the,
deepest penetration made to the west during the operation, and
carried to #ithin about five miles of SCIlfABISCH HALL.

During the day, TF Hankins improved its defenses at CRATISHEIM
and cleared the area surrounding the town, Several small villages

were taken in order to give our troops better blocking positions,
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In the morning it aleo cleared the airport outside of CRAILSHZIM,
where 14 eneiy planses were captured and destroyed. |

Hq CCA and TF Roberts moved to CRAILSHEIM during the day,
encountering vigorous opposition slong the way from the enemy which
had infiltrated across the ¥SR. The column also received :&tar
fire, and was strafed several times by ME 109 snd ME 262 (jet-
propelled) fighter planes, Several vehicles were destroyed by
snemy ground and air action.

‘l'he';;'air attacks whioh were cncoﬁntcrcd on 7 April proved to be
the fore;'unmr of the large scals attacks which were made through-
out the ,}‘tru during the next three days.

| B.f cCcB

On 7 April, CCB cleared the triangle BAD MBRGERTHEIN-DORZBACH-
HBRBS‘IlIHAUSEH after soms bitter fighting. Late in the afterncon the
conhai‘. command, with TF Richardson leading, began to fight its way

“toward CRAILSHEIM, in order to reopen the MSRE and get the much-

needed supblies to the troope there,

6. coR .

The éonb&ft command had been ordered to disengage on the mora-
ing of 7 April, and proceod to CRAILSHEIM to take over its assigned
nissﬁm.n The blocking mission was taken over completely by the

H50th banlry Squadron, until the positions could be occupied by CCB,

11Rel4eve TF Hankins and hold the shoulder at CRAILSHEIN,
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The inereasing enemy pressure made the withdrawal hard to

accomplish, and it was necessary to set fire to the town of ROTH
in order to disengage from an enemy force which was counter-
attacking owr troops.

After assembling its force, CCR followed TF Roberts to
CRAILSHEIM, being harassed by enemy fire all along the routs, It
was impossible to relieve TF Hankins when CCR reached CRAILSHRIM
because of the shortage of supplies in the task force. Therefors,
CCA was given operational control of CCR, and TF Thackston of CCR
was given the mission of ~eeping the USR open between CRATLSHEIM
and WOLPERTSHAISZN, It was still planned to have CCR rellieve TF
Hankins as soon as supplies reached the town.lz |

D. 90th Cavalry Squadron.

The squadron was still blocking to the northeast, but was
ordered to assemble as soon as relieved by CCB, and move to
CRAILSHEIK. From there, it was to follow CCA and hold the line
CRAILSUEIM-SCHYABISCH HALL, both sxzclusive, as soon as troops of
tie combat command hAd clsared it. |

Iate in the day, the 10th Armored Division CP moved to
ASSAVSTADT where it remained for the remainder of the operation.

V. 8 APRIL--INCREASED AIR AND GROUKD PR:3SURSY

1231 n0e TF Thackston was the aperational component ot CCR, I
ah3ll refer only to the task force during the period in which it
was attached to CCA.

Dgee Figure #4.




A, CCA _
CRAILSHEIM recsived its first major enemy countersttack at
dawn, when an estimated 700 SS troops struck the defenses at sev-

eral different points. The attack was preceded by a heavy barrage

of nebelwerfer (rocket) and mortar fire. The enemy overran several

of the outposts, penetrated the CP area of TF Hankins, and reached
a point 150 yards from the CP of CCA before it was stopped. The
attack was finally repulsed, after heavy f;ghting which lasted
throngh most of the morning. Before noon the blocking positions
were restored acain, .

It was still impossible during the morning to relieve TF
ti#nkina. In addition to the supply situation, the fact that sone
portion of the perimeter defense of CRAILSHEIM was constantly en-
gaged with the enemy made any relief unfeasible. Therefore, TF
Thackston remained on its road-clearing mission. As soon as
"elements of this force cleared a road, enemy would infiltrate
behind them., TFor this reason, any movement of vehicles between
CRAILSHEIM and TF Riley was made only with armored sscort.

However, TF Riley was ordered to continue to the west, and it
was hoped that it would be possible to relieve TF Hankins some-
tiﬁc during the day, so that it could pass through TF Riley in the
vicinity of SCHNABISCH HALL. Divisfon authorized CCA to bypass
SCHWABISCH HALL to the north if necessary, and ordered the combat
command to disregard the mission of attacking toward BACKNANG



from SCHWABISCH HALL. Instead the attack was to bs mede toward

HEILBROKN to contact the 100th Infantry Division.

Liaison planes reported that the bridge across the XOCHER
RIVER at GRISLINGEN was still intact, and a team of TF Riley at-
tacked toward the town early in the morning., The team ran into
enemy small arms and panserfaust fire at the edge of town. This
was quickly overcome and the tanks raced to the bridge only to have
it blown as they approached it. Since the supplies in the task
force would only support a maximum of four hours operation, the
team was ordered back to WOLPERTSHAUSEN to await further orders,
instead of attempting to force & croésing farther to the north,

TF Roberts, meanwhile, had attacked to the north from
CRAILSHEIM to clear the area as far as the line KIRCHBERG-
WALLBAUSEN. This was ordered to improve the defensive posit.iom
held in the area, and also in the hope of contacting elements of
CCB fighting south toward CRAILSHEIM. This area was cleared by
1100 and the task forcs established blocking positions,

Orders were received during the morning from the Commanding
Generel of VI Corps to evacuate immediately all prisoners of war
held im the CRAILSHEIN area. Although it was considered extremely
doubtful that vehicles could get through to the rear, a convoy
was. asseahled in compliance with the order. All1 Cl III and C1 V

supply trucks were assembled and the prisoners (about 550) were
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loaded on them. Troop A, 90th Cavalry Squldroa,u was assigned to
escort the convoy to the rear, in the hope that they would be able
to force their way through to contact TF Richardson of CCB. How-
ever, the column was ambushed in the vicinity of BLAUFELDEN and

forced to retire. A number of vehicles in the convoy were destroyed,

and most of the priseners either escaped or were killed,

The CG of CCA also recommended to the CG, 10bh Armored Divi-
sion,ithat at least one battalion of infantry amd one of artillery
be attached to CCR, if it was to be expscted to relieve CCA at
CRAILSHEIM and hold the town. |

Barly in the afterncon CCA, seeing no promiee of letup in the
supply situation, requested that the troops at CRAILSHEIN be
resupplied by air. Division wes also informed that CCA had suffi-
cient mppliog for only four hours opcratio'n. The raquest for air
resupply was .ppamd and forwarded to higher headquarters, '
because of the slow progress CCB was making in its attempt to open
the MSR. |

Fortunately, the airport at CRAILSARIN had a fair airstrip
(1300* long by 4LO' wide), whieh m«¥= un air ferry operation pessi-
ble., The combat comsand -nginms were immediately ordered to
improve it, and by the end of the day had enlarged ££ te 2200 long
by 75' wide,

lisetaehed to CCA.
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Meanwhile, reports were received froa enemy prisoners and
civilians which indicated that an all-out effort to retake
CRAILSHEIM would be msde that night. DBecause of the critical sup-
ply situation, and the depleted strength of CCA and CCR, the CG
of CCA ordered all troops to halt and prepsre to mest the impending
attack. Plans made for the defense were as follows: TP Riley to
set up a perimster defease in the vicinity of WOLPERTSHAUSRE, TF
~ Roberts to hold the line EKIRCHBERG-WALLHAUSEN, and one team of TF
Thackston to keep the routes west out of CRAILSHRIX open, while
the other aided TF Hankins in the defense of CRAILSHEIM.

However, at 1545, orders wers received from division which
altered the plans somewhat. Division ordered that CCA push TF
Roberts to the northwest between the EOCHER and JAGSY RIVERS, The
task force was to seise any bridge intact over the KOCHER P.IVER,
and aleo to gain contact with the 63rd Infantry Division vhich
atteeking south toward the 10th Armored positions, This move uu
ordered so that a supply route could be opmod from the north. 1r
TF Riley was unable to find a crossing over the KOCHER in its sone,
it was Lo follow Roberts, fnwparsd tc take advantage of any bridge

. seised by Roberts, and then contimue its alssion to the west to
contact tho 100th Infantry Division, These orders camsed the
withdrawal of TF Roberts and the task force assembled at ILSHOFEN,
Thers, supplies were transferred among vehicles in an attempt to

make at least a short attack possible. By the end of the day,




TP Roberts was ready to aove out on its new mission.

B. CCB

This combat command was engaged throughout the night of 7-8
April and all day 8 April fn attempting to opem and keep open the
MSR from BAD MERCENTHEIM tAg‘vCRAILSHEII. All availabio supply trucks
had been placed in the colusn of TF Richardson, which was spesr—
hegding the attack.

" Severs resistance, in the form of road blocks, small arms,
mortar, artillery, and AT fire was encountered all along the way,
‘The snemy t.'ook. advantage of the favorable terrain to resist to the
last, and then withdraw; haress the body of the column, and close
in behind the coluan, ?,hcrolby cutting the road again. A4lso, the
column was ‘bombed and strefed throughout the day by ME 109 and 262
plancs, By nightfall on 8 April, TF Richardson had just reached
BLAUFRLDER, and the badly needed supplies ware still far from
CRAILSHEIM.

TF Chamberlain, of CCB, was following Richardson, and had the

mission of keeping the road open. This task force fought bitterly
throughout the day, and faced the almost insurmountable task of
kesping the road open with a small foree, in the face of comstantly
infilirsting troops. The road was kept open only when an armored
eoluma was fighting am it.
' C. 90th Cavalry Squadron.
The 90th Cavilry was still holding the northesst shoulder of
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the division positions generally along the line STUPPACH-HACHTAL~
ROTH. However, the squadron was informed by diviaion that it would
be relieved by the 117th Cavalry Squadron,l® as scon as XXI Corps
moved up abreast of VI Corps. The squadron was then to proc«d rapid-
1y to CRAILSHEIM to take up its positions along tho line CRAILSHEIM-
SCHSABISCH HALL. This relief was finally accomplished on 8 April,

and by nightfall the squadron was assembled at ROTH prepared to
proceed to CRAILSHEIK.

At 1300,‘},1;9 324th RCTL6 was attached to the division, and
given the mission of relieving TF Chamberlain and holding the sec-
tor of road from BAD MERGENTHEIK to BLAUFELDFN. CCB iu then to
keep the NSR open from BLAUPELDEN to CRAILSHEIK with one task rorci,
while keeping the remainder of the combat command in m‘bilo reserve
in the vicinity of XIRCHBERG.

Enemy air activity grew in intensity throughout the day, and
was by far the grestest enemy air effort ever seen by ths division.
Small groups of fighters, both conventional models and the swift-
darting, jet-propelled planes attacked troops in the entire divi-
sion sone. Coluans along the road and moving crou-codntry, and

artillery positions bore the brunt of the attack, CRAILSHEIM

1531 Corps, Seventh Army.

I 1644th Infantry Division (part of Seventh Army Reserve).
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itself was attacked again and again dquring the day, but the remain~-
ing towns in the arez were not bothered much by the eneay air,

Repeated requests were made for air attacks on German troop
concentrations and enemy planes. ‘However, there was little
friendly air available, and the enemy air force was operating
practically at will, hampered only by fire from antiaircraft and'
other ground units,

VI. 9 APRIL~--CONTINUED EMREMY PRESSURE AND RASUFPLY. FROK AIR AND
 Groump™

4, CTCB

At 0500, TF Richardson finally broke through to CRAIL‘BHEIK
with the sorely needed supply vehicles ip his column, after fight-
ing for two nights and a day to get through. The task force had
sufferod heavy cssualties in vehicles and men during this pefiod,
and several of the supply vehicles had also been destroyed by
enemy fire. TF Roberts, which was moving out on its new mission,
was halted and all of its vehicles were resupplied.

For most of the day, CCB attempted to keap the MSR open from
HERBSTHAUSEN to CRAILSHEIM. The difliculties involved in this
have been discussed before, and CCB was spread so thin along the
way that even the CP of CCB held a sector of the road in the
vicinity of ROT-AM-SEE. Late in the afterncon the 32hth RCT

175ee Figure #5.







completed the relief of TF Chamberlain from HERESTHAUSEN to
BLAUFELDEN,

B. CCA

The counterattack which had been expscted at CRAILSHZIM did
not materialise, although a heavy pre-dawn barrage of nebelwerfer
and artillery fire was laid on CRAILSHEIN, ILSHOFEN, and WOLPERT-
SHAUSEN. Several direct hits were acored on CP of CCA, demolish-
ing the buildiné, and forcing the movement of the CP by infiltra-
tion to another part of the town. Ailso, CRAILSHEIN was bombed
and strafed at 0630 by ME 109 and 262 fighter-bombers, and was
shelled inicmittently throughout the day. This early morning
air attack was Lhe firet of many received throughout the division
zone on 9 April.

TF Roberts attacked to the northwest sarly in the morning,
followed initially by TF Riley, Although small pockets of re-
sistance iou encountered, TF Roberts advanced rapidly, over-
running all eneay in its path. At 0700, both forces were
attacked by an estimated 25 enemy planes, which bombed them, and
strofed the coluans with machine gun and rocket fire.

TF Riley branched out on & parallel route at DUNSBACH, amd
the two task forces pushed to the northwest throughout the day,
attempting to contact the 63rd Infantry Division, and also to

capture a bridge over the XOCHER RIVER. By evening they had

advanced 1i miles to s position south of HERMUTHAUSEN, whers

{
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the 63rd Infantry was imminent,

ston had been ordered to keep the routes open

LSHEIM and the forward elements of CCA, and was occu-

would ;be gf. empted on the afterncon eof 9 April, and that approxi-~

natbly{ '25 -'Cj-k? cargo plenes, with fighter escort, would land at
CRATLSHEIX in the afterncon, loaded with Ol I, III, and V sup~

? plin.u Immediate plans were made to receive the planes and

,: unload tho !:upplies, and It was planned to evacuate by air the

host aeﬂous}y waunded of the casualties in the ares. Coordina- -

“.tion bdtheen ground and air was effected by marking the corners

"and sidas of the airstrip with white and cerise punels, When

~the planss appeared over the area a smoke pot was burned to indi-

cate wind direction to the pilots.

The first of the planes landed :t 1715 while P-47 fighter
19

planee flew cover over the cirfiald,
ard load

The unloading of supplies
of casualties was made extremely difficult by enemy

" ground and air action. 7he airfield wss less than 1000 yards

“c-m planes were from L4lst Group, 50th Wing, 9th Troop
Carrier Command. This unit was later awurded a Presidential Uait

‘Citatica for its handiing of this mission.

19p_47 planes were from 6th Fighter Wing, XII TAC.




from the front and a constant hail of moriar fire was placed on
the field during the operation. Also, ensmy jet-propelled planes
flew in undar our air cover to bomb and strafe the field. There
wors several cssualties among the personnel engaged in unloading
and loading the planes, and one =47 was destroyed on the ground
by enemy mtibn.

Another growp of C-47 planes landed the next day with more
supplies., During the two-day air resupply, 60 cargo planes landed
at CRAILSKEIY, snd delivered a total of 20,000 gallons of gesoline,
7000 operational rations, 1000 rounds of 105 =m ammunition, and
100,000 rounds of amsll arms ammunition. A Leam of TF Thackston

protected the airfield during the resupply. ‘
| Also, division liaison planes flew in medical supplies
(maiuly plasma), and additional medical personnel during tha day.
C. 90th Cavalry Squadren.

| The reconnaissance squadron moved rapidly froa ao'fa :to‘
CRAILSHEIX during the day, arriving in the town late in the aﬁar—
.noon, The coluan had been fired on all aleng the "Rollebahn,"
but because of its speed of movement, had suffered only light
casualties,

Upon arrival at CRAILSHEIM the squadron was attached to CCi,
and was immediately disposed, as follows, to bolster the defenses
in the area: one troop bolding a sector of the defense at CRAIL-
SHEIN iteelf, one trosp o aid TF Thackston in holding ILSHOFEN



and keeping tre road open betwsen CRAILSHEIN end IISHOFZN, one
| troop to keep the road open betwesn CRAILSHEIK and SATTELDOEF,
and one trsop held in mobile reserve.

At the end of the day, reports were received that there was
8 buildup of enemy troops in the woods east of CRAILSHEIM. The
force was oatinﬁtad $o be sbout 3000 men, snd their mission was
to retake CRAILSHEIM and ILSHOFEN on 10 April. All troops were
axaiting the attack at the end of the day.
VII. 10 sPsri<armoRanaL®

At 0430 on 10 April, the enemy made his greatest bid to
retake CRAILSHEIN, by attacking the town with an es_timtod 600
men from the southesst and northeast, The enemy penetrated the
defenses of TF Hankins , and bitter hand-to~hand fighting reged
throvgh the streets of CRAILSHEIM during the eerly morning hours,
At 0600, CCA notified division that it could not receive the
supply planes until the attack had been repulsed. By 083'{}; the
end were finally driven out of the section of town whicﬁ they‘
occupied.

it the same time, elements of TF Thackston, which w&o
holding ILSHOFRN, were attacked by a force of 100 men supported
by three self-propelled guns. This enemy force was eonplctoly
annihileted, all men being killed or captured. |

208” Figure #5.
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All available reserves were commuitted in these actions,

and it became apparent that if the CRAILSHNIM area were to be held,
reinforcemants would be required. It was feared that the counter- .
attacks ould continue growing in intensity, and that the troops

at CIAILSHEIM, which had been far below strength at the start of
the operation, and had been further deplested by heavy losses since,
would be unable to withstand them. "

Therefore, the Commanding Generual of (CA again requested that
infantry reinforcements be sent to CRAILSEEIN. He also stated
that if VI Corps desired to hold CRAILSHEIY, it would have to at-
tack through CCA in force that day to destroy the enemy troops
which were concentrated around the town,

The message to hold the planes back until the counter-attack
was over was not received in time, snd the second group of cargo
pianes bogan landing at 0630. The aix;port iad been held as a
result of a special effort by the troops in the ares, md the
resupply was accomplished despite the heavy {ire that was being
brought on the if‘ield at the time,

Ouring the morning, TF's Roberts and Riley, which had been
attacking throughout the night, contacted elements of the &3rd
Infantry Division west of HERMUTHAUSEN, and were orderc® to stop
perding further instructions, The routes from CCA to these for-
ces had been cut by enemy infiltration, and both task forces

were teaporarily detached from CCA and placed under divieional
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control,

At 103(;, corps d.ocidcd to withdraw the troops from the
CRAILSHEIM area. This decision was reached becamse of the con-
start enemy pressurse at CRAIISHEIK, and because there were
insufficient troops in the corps to properly support the 10th
Arzored Division in holding the area. Divisiom was ordered to
withdraw the troops at CRAILSHEIM to an assembly area to the
north, and be prepared to cross the KOCHER RIVER on 11 April and
attook west toward HEILBRONN. | |

The 324th RCT was rellieved from attachment to the 10th
Armored Division and VI Corps and was attéched, in place, to
XXI Corps.

The following plan was made to accomplish the iithdraul.
Troop A, 90th Cavalry Squadron was detached from CCA and “everted
to squadron control., CCB and 90th Cavalry were ordered to cover
the withdrawal of the troocpa in the ares, and then to withdraw
over the "Rollebahn" to the division assembly area,

' As soon as 90th Cavalry had completed the rellef of CCA,
the Combat Command began to withdram, tollqwing the route taken
by Task Forces Roberts and Riley. CCB and 90th Cavalry were
able to cover the withdrawal effectively, although the enemy was
constantly infiltrating throughout the aresa, especialiy in the
viecinity of ILSHOFEN. These troops then withdrew to the
division assembly arer. diring the night of 10-11 April, bringing
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to a close the bitter fighting in the CRAILSHEIM area.
VIII. RBSULTS OF OPERATION
At tnis point, I should like to review the results of the

CRMLS?RII operetion, both from our om am the eneay point of
view,

’l‘ho division captured approximately 2200 prisoners during
the operation and killed an additional 1000 Germans. Also, an

.xtrq;}mly large amount of eneay equipment was destroyed or cap-
turcd during the action. This was accompl ished at a cost to the
divlfaion of 11 officers and 316 enlisted men killed, wounded, or
missing. Among those killed were the commanding officers of 10th
‘Arpored Division Artillery, 93rd Field Artillery Battalion, snd
‘rg&,ck Force Roberts. V ’

‘, The operation disrupted vital German rear communications and
é:ithod large enemy forces from making & main effort elsewhere
a.long the front. The importance that the enemy placed on this
operation can be judged by the determined counterattacks he
. Tupcatedly launched throughout the area, and by the fact that he
committed nearly 12,000 troops in an effort to retake the CRAILSHEIM

sector.n The pronounced effect the operation had on German tac-

tice is illustrated by the following quotation taken from Order of
Battle Reports:

215ee Appendix §2.
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The surprise capture of CRAILSHEIM and its four-
day defense by the 10th Armored had at least four
outstanding and far-reaching effects on German tactics.

: 1. Two German divisions were withdrawn from the
defense of HEILIRONN and moved out of what must have
appeared to the Germans as the beginning of an Ameri-
can eneirclemsnt of that area when the tisst part of
the wedge was driven south to CRAILSHEIM.

2. The operation forced the commitment of two

- German divisions at a spot midway between the

- objective towns of STUTTGART and NURNBERG and left
thea uselessly there when the U. S. armor was able
to disengage and strike further to the weat.<

" (U. 8. penetration to the strategically important
road and rail center was a surprise threat against
STUTTGART, NURNBERG, and MUNICH itself, which the
Germans could not afford to overlook,)

3. The move outflanked several rehabilitation
‘centers which Germans had set up for divisions '
practically destroyed in the RHINE orossing,

- 4. The rapidity of advance split communica-
tions of the 9th V.G. Division in two, with battalion

and regimental CP's on one side of tﬂh‘ road and
smaller units cut off to the west.?

CRAILSHRIK operation constituted the major effort of the Luftwaffe
on the Western Front during this period. A quotation from the '

"

Alwo, it was later verified from captured documents that the .

22)7th 35 Panser Grenadier Division and 2nd Mountain Division.

222th V.G, Division and 2nd Alpen Jasger Regiment (an
embryo division--al least of brigade sise).

2horder of Battle Report, Headquarters, 10th Armored Division,
h-11 April 1945.

T



"Beachhead News" reiterates the above in the following manner:
To emphasize the effect of the operation on the

German defense plans for this sector, the Luftwiffe

came out in strength for days--bombing and strafing

any and sll targets in the vicinity. The reaction

was the greatest seen by Jorps troops sice the days

at AN2ZIO and was decidedly the major air effort on

the entire Western Front during this phase of the

operation.<5

¥ore than 200 sorties wers flown by enemy planes in the 10th
Armored Division sector during the period 7-10 April. | Although &
few large groups of enemy planes attacked our troops, the attacks
were made mainly by planes flying slone or in small groups, ME
109 planes usually flew in groups of four to six, while ME 262
(jet propelled) fighters attacked singly or in pairs. At least
nine of the enemy planes were shot down by tank and antiaircraft
fire,

This constant attack by enemy air greatly hampered the
movement of our troops. Also, the lack of friendly air in the
area was a hindrance to the division. Although requests were made
constantly to higher headquarters for friendly planes to attack

.alr and ground targets, very few friendly planes were available
until 9 April., Even then there were not enough American planes
to properly support the division.

In describing an operation it is unfortunate that we often

fail to give full eredit to the supporting troops which are so

253.achhnd News (VI Corps), Sunday Supplement, 12 May 1945,
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essential in any successful operation, However, this was certain-

ly not due to a lack of appreciation of the ocutstanding work
performed by the supporting units of the division, both organic
and attached. I have already spoken of the magnificent work done
by the engineers at the airport in CRAILSHEIM, This was typical
of the excellent manner in which the engineers participated in
the operation, They were busy constantly, erecting and reducing |
obstacles, clearins mined roads, etc,, the greater part of which
was dbne'under enemy fire, |

An indication of the indispensable part played by the artil-~
lery can be gained by noting a partial list of missions fired
during tﬁe operatj.on.26 Oi'ganic and supporting artiilery fired
587 miesions and expended 11,504 rounds of ammunition.

Despite the decision to withdraw the diviasion from *he area,
the operation can certainly not be called s failure. In addition
to the results already pointed out, the operation opened the way
for the rapid drive by VI Corps to the DANUEE, the National
Redoubt Ares, and through AUSTRIA to the Itaiian border.

. ¥K. 1ESSON8 LEARNED

No study of a combat operation is complete or of value unless
an evaluation is made of the good and bad features of it. The
observations which follow are the personal opinisn of the writer,

26p3gures not available for the 939th Armd. F.A. Bn, and
59th Armd. F.A. Ba.




arrived at after a study of all records availsble, and also from

personal recollections of Lhe opsration. Any misconceptions which
I may have received sre due to the fact thul my owmn experiences in
the operation were largely confined to the operations of one of the
- task forces of the division.zr It 1s not always possible to gain
& complete knowledge of an operstion from a study of records, and
1 may have missed some of the considerations which caused certain
actions on the part of higher commanders. However, I shall list
.aome of the conclusions arrived at from my étuﬁy of this

'oper-ation. | | .

1. The whole division should huve been crossed over the
north bridge on 4 April when it became apparent that the enemy ~
was planning to defend HEILERONN and the NECKAR-JAGST line. Had
this been done, I believe that the division could have quickly
reached its ovjective. Ghen an srmored division is on exploita-~
tiéx; it is important to keep up the momentum of the attack, and
give the enemy no opportunity to set up a derensive line. Also,
Whea gr crmored division is employed as a unit it is far more
capatle of mtilizing fully its inherent characteristics of fire
power, mobility, and shock action.

2, An arrored division on exploitation must be followed
closely by imfantry which can consolidate and hold the ground

2‘;’E::m:ut.'nre Officer of Task Force Riley.
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that has been gained. It must be remembered that in this opera-
tion, VI Corps was hampered by a lack of troops, and had insuffi-
eient troops for an encircling movement, Also, the war was in
ite final stageg, and many unusual risks could be taken. However,
I believe that the Corps plan of sending an armored division out
to seize and h(;;ld ground without provision belsg made to keep the
supply routes Topea behind it, was tacrtically unsound.

An amrbd division without gasoline is of little value, It
can hold grmiud but is not so well suited as an infantry division
to go on thd defsnsive. Of course, mpply routes behind an
armored diviaion will often be cut, but infantry .ust be following
close venough in the rear so that supplies can be puahqd through
when x;oado'é. I believe that the fact that an enemy wtip wmas already
beaten coﬁld effectively stop an arsored dri_ve, offe;s us & good
lesson inAthe future employment of armor, ’Had the division been
‘facing an enemy who was well-squipped and in excellent éonditiqg{
I huo no doubt that unless reinforced it would have beep
ai.ridilated, i,‘

. 3. Alr resupply of an armored division can be cxtnmly
effective under certain conditions. Naturally, in this instance,
t,he airport in existence at CRAILSHEIM made an air ferry o\?cntion
gonib]‘. jovever, the faet that it was quickly snlarged d_‘mn-
Ztntta that a 'grnt. deal of improvisation is possible. Ll\bo , this
/epcration fas carried out while enemy fire, both from groun@ and
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air, was being placed on the field., It is believed to have been

carried out closer to the front lines than any other air ferry
operation during the war., In any future war, similar resupply
missions will prebably be common. The pilots won't like it,
but it can be done.

L. All commsnders sust be well forward where they can ses
‘the situation and influence the action. In this operation the
corps commander never visited CRAILSHEIM. The Command Post of
the 10th Armored Division remsined at ASSAMSTADT, and the Com-
manding General did not visit CRAILSHEIM until 10 April when he
issued orders to withdraw, If the higher conandgl had sqen
for themselves just how critical the situation was, some of\"tho
orders ismued would undoubtedly have been changed. 4in unn{)lo of
tnis was the insistent and repeated order from Corps to "aéuatt
all prisoners in the area when it was evidont that no convey could
get through. |

Another example was the continuous urging from Corps te com-
tinue the attack to the west when the lack of supplies, and eneay
'aeum, made such a move unfeasible. Had CCA hmﬁ any sore
strung out bit. would have probubly besn destroyed im detail.

5. A combst tommand commander must :lvm keep his command
post up with his ferward units. An illustration of failuro’to do
this oceurred on 6 April when CCA CP remained in ASSAMSTADY and .

lost ccataet with its forward elements, The result was that no
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one moved on 7 April until contact was reestablished. “I lbcliovc
that this was the only serious error made by the Commanding
General of CCA. His masterful handling of the aituatio;x at
CRAILSHEIM is evident in even a quick study of the operation,

At one time he had the whole division under his command with the
exception of CCB. |

6. Armored commanders must be aggressive at all timoa; An
example of lack of aggréasivanoas involves the same situation
giveﬁ above--when tie forces at CRAJLSHEIM did not move out on
7 April, Granted the supply situation was almost critical,
there was danger of becoming strung out too far, and there was no
commnication with higher headquarters. However, the order had
}:;een given before, that TF Hankins was to block at CRAILSHEIM
;vhile TF Riley tumed wbst, and there should have been no doubt
" as to what to do.

7. A recomsissance unit‘, when properly employed, is a
highly valuable and effective force. I know of no other armored
division operation where the reconnaissance squadron performed
more of the missions that are visuelized for it. During the
operation, the 90th Cavalry 3quadron was assigned, and success-
fully accomplished, all of the following missions: exploiting
on a separste axis of advance, protecting a division flank,
holding & sector of a defensive position, sscorting supply con-

voys, keeping roads open, and covering the withdrawal of the




division. It proved to be invaluable as an economy tot;ce.

These are only a few of the combat lessons trat can be
lesrned from this operation. Further stud, of the operation
should be invaluable to all armored commanders, because of the
pecullar nature and the many good and bad features, of the April
campaign at CRAILSHEINM.



APPERDIX #1

Organiszation for combat of the 10th Armored Division and
attached units during the Creilsheim operation.

1. Units attached to 1l0th Armored Division

609th TD Bn
T96th AAA AW Bn (SP)
405th FA Group
93rd Armd FA Bn
59th Arsd FA Bn
634th FA Bn (155 How)
141st FA Bn (155 How)
~ 939th FA Bn (4.5 inch gun)
© 59th AAA AW Bn
31st Bngr (C) Bn (-Co "C")
2827th Engr (C) Bn
3 Tactical Air Control Parties (XII Tactical Air Command)
hi2nd Qi Truck Co
ALBth QM Truck Co

’ | _ . .
Combat Organisation 1Oth Armd Div (Maj Gen Wm. H. H.
Morris, Jr., Comsanding)

A, CCA (Brig Gen Edwin #. Piburn)

Task Force Hankins
{Maj Curtis Hankins)

61st Armd Inf Bn (-Co "A%)

Co MA¥, 3rd Tk Bn

1 Plat, Co "B*, 609th TD Bn

1 Plat, Co "A®, 55th Armd Eng Bn

Task Force Riley
(Lt Col Johnm R. Riley)

st Tk Bn {~Co "B")

Co "A%, 61st Arsd Inf Bn

1 Plat, Co "B", 60%th TD Bn ,
1 Plat, Co *A®, 55th Armd Engr Be




" Task Force Roberts ,
(It Col #m. T. S. Hoberts--KIA 9 April)
{Capt Richard Ulrich)

54th Armd Inf Bn (-Cos "A™ and "C")
Co "B*, 21st Tk Bn

1 Plat, Co "B", 609th TD Bn

1 Plat, Co "A", 55th Armd Engr Bn

CCA Control

Tr "A%, 90th Cav Ren (Mecz)
Co "A" 55th Armd Bngr Bn (-)
Co "B“ 609th TD Ba (-)

Co "A", 80th Armd Med Bn

Supporting Artillery (Division Artillery Fire
Direction Center)

419tk Armd FA Bn (Lt Col R. C. McCabe)
(D/3 TF Riley and TF Roberts) ~

420th Armd FA Ba (Lt Col Willis D. Crittenberger, Jr.)
{D/3 TF Hankins)

634th FA Bn (G/S CCA—1 Btry attached to 419th FA Bn

‘ on 7 April)

2B (Col Basil G, Thayer)

Task Force Chamberlain:
(1t Col Thomas Chamberlain)

11th Tk Ba (-Ce *C")

Co "C", 20th Armd Inf Zn

1 Plat, Co "A", 609%h TD Bn

1 Plat, Co "B", 55th irmd Bngr Bn

Task Foroces Richardson
(14 Col J. J. Richardson)

20th Armd Inf Bn (-Co "C")

Co "C*, 1lth Tk Bn

1 Plat, Co "A*, 609th TD Bn

1 Flat, Co "B™, 55th Armd Engr Bn



CCB Control

Co "A", 60%th TD Bn (-)

Co “B", 55th Armd Engr Bn (-)

1 Plat, Co *D*, 11th Tk Bn

Co "B", 80th Armd Med Bh

Co "A", 132nd A,.md Ord ¥aint Bn

Supporting Artillery (405th PA Group Fire
Directiop Center)

423rd Arsd FA Ba (Lt Col Wwilliam Beverly)
93rd Armd FA Bn (D/S TF Richardson)
lilst FA Bn (G/S CCB)

CCR (Col uade C, Gatehell)

Task Force Thackston

{Major Zheeler Thackston)

v

3rd Tk Bn (-Co "A")
Cos A" and "C", Sh4th Armd Inf Ba

Supporting Artiliery

'59th Armd FA Ba (D/s cca)2®

‘ Division Control

90th Cav BRcn Sq (Mecz) (~Troop "A")
(Lt Col Cormelius G. Lichirie)

939th FA Bn (G/S 10th iarmd Div)
55th Armd Engr Bon (-)
796th AAA AX Bn (SP) (-) 29
409th T Bn :

28ynen CCR was placed under oontrol of CCA, 59th Arsd FA Bn
reverted to D(S TF Thackston until the withdrawal from CRAILSHEIN,
During the withdrawal, thg 59th sapported the 90th Cav 3q.

@Aatiairctm units were attached mainly to artillery
battalions.




E. Division Trains (Col Thomas M. Brinkley)

~80th Armd Med Bn (-)

132nd Armd Ord Maint Bn (-) :

Lik2nd QM Trk Co i
4L48th O Trk Co J

APPENDIX #2
‘Enemy Order of Battle during the CRAILSHEIN operation,

Unit Strength
Sth V.G. biv 850 men
212th V.G, Div 2200
Jaeger Regt, Alpen 2 200 »

6L6th Bridge Constr Bn. 650 :
K.G. Dirnagel (SS) 2500 ® !
553rd V.G, Div 650 *» !
‘Misc Units (Bn and Regt sige) 2590 * g

~ Total 11840 men

The following units were withdrawn early in the oporatiotk and
'

there are no strength figures available:

17th S8 Panser Crenadier Div
2nd Mountain Div

Kost eneay units were made up of men who had besn gathered
together from units which had cezsed to exist. However, the large

percentage of 33 troops in the enesy organisations served to

bolster them, and made them effective fighting ’forcn.‘: The tfobpn

\
sncountered in tnis operation were fur better then the ‘fverqg‘c

Germans who were still fighting at this stage of the war, |

|
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